
  
     

    

   
 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
     

   
 

    
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

  
   

  

  
 

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
   

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2009 FAAS Publication Awards Reprint Policies
 
The Federation of American Aquarium Societies encourages you to reprint the best articles from our 2009 Publication 
Awards. Please follow the Reprint Policies dictated by each society. 

Society Reprint Policy Where to Send Reprints 
Aquarium Club of 
Lancaster County 

Anyone using original material from any "Tank Tales" must return two 
(2) copies of the original article to our exchange editor. 

Joel Antkowiak 
36 Dawkins Drive 
East Earl, PA 17519 

Atlanta Aquarium 
Association 

Allowed and Appreciated, provided notice given to AAAA. Atlanta Aquarium 
Association 
3405 Avocet Court 
Norcross, GA 30092 

Greater City 
Aquarium Society 

Not-for-profit aquarium societies are hereby granted permission to 
reproduce articles and illustrations from this publication, unless the 
article indicates that the copyrights have been retained by the author, 
and provided reprints indicate source, and two copies of the 
publication are sent to the Exchange Editor of this magazine. Any other 
reproduction or commercial use of the material in this publication is 
prohibited without express written prior permission. 

Stephen Sica 
Exchange Editor 
Modern Aquarium 
80-40 223 Street 
Hollis Hills, NY 11427-1223 

Hill Country 
Cichlid Club 

Reprints are permitted providing proper citation is included as well as a 
copy of the publication sent to HCCC librarian. 

Hill Country Cichlid Club 
1302 Greenhill Dr. 
Canyon Lake, TX 78133 

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Aquarium Society 

Articles from this publication may be printed in a not for profit 
publication provided credit is given to both the author and KWAS. 
Copies of the reprint must be sent to both the author and KWAS. Any 
other use is prohibited without the written consent of KWAS. 

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Aquarium Society 
Box 38037 256 King 
Street North, Waterloo, 
Ontario, Canada N2J 4T9 

Long Island 
Society 

Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non­
profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author 
and the Long Island Aquarium Society and two (2) copies of the reprint 
are sent to the editor. 

Long Island 
Aquarium Society 
P.O. Box 873 
Nesconset, NY 11767 

Milwaukee 
Aquarium Society 

Reprints of original articles published in the Splash are permitted. When 
reprinting an article from the Splash, please: credit the author, the 
Splash and the Milwaukee Aquarium Society. Send two copies of the 
issue containing the reprint to the address below, one for the club and 
the other for the author. 

Milwaukee Aquarium 
Society 
PO Box 250824 
Milwaukee, WI 53225 

Nassau County 
Aquarium Society 

Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non­
profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author 
and NCAS and two (2) copies of the reprint are sent to the editor. Any 
original artwork remains the property of the artist and may not be 
reproduced. NCAS prohibits distribution of any articles contained in the 
Pisces Press on any online electronic service, unless written permission 
is granted from both the editor and the author. 

Nassau County 
Aquarium Society 
P.O. Box 358 
Glenwood Landing, NY 
11547 

Pacific Coast 
Cichlid Association 

Material in Cichlidae Communiqué may be reprinted by non-profit 
organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the Cichlidae 
Communiqué and the author, and that two copies of the publication 
containing the reprinted material (one for the author, the other for the 
PCCA library) be sent to the PCCA. Reprints must also be accompanied 
by the following: "Reprinted from Cichlidae Communiqué, publication 
of the Pacific Coast Cichlid Association” 

PCCA 
P.O. Box 28145 
San Jose, CA 95159-814 

Go to Page 2 to see Article

Go to Page 2 to see Article



 

 
 

  

 

 

                            

ACA 2009 

The Hybrid Menace 


By Pam Chin 
Pam@cichlidae.com 

Lepidiolamprologus sp. Photo by:  Klaus Steinhaus 

It was my destiny to attend the American Cichlid Association’s 
Annual Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, July 30 – August 2, 2009. 
Although it was only a couple of weeks later then usual, it seemed 
like it had been a billion light years since the last cichlid jamboree.   

I was fascinated with this years theme: “Fish Wars - The Hybrid 
Menace”, especially with all the hybrid hoopla that has surrounded 
the ACA in the last year. To avoid Chicago I caught a connection 
in Denver where I boarded a Bombardier jet.  As the plane de-
scended into my destination it began to rattle like crazy and for a 
moment I thought I was on Hans Solo’s Falcon, now that would 
have been an entrance!!  Instead I arrived in Kentucky to an in-
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credibly green landscape, and it was raining!  I haven’t seen any 
rain since March!  I wanted to get out of the cab and run in it. 
But, my desire to get to the venue was stronger I was yearning to 
see my people, cichlid people.   

And so the saga begins…. I arrived at the hotel late Wednesday 
afternoon where I checked in and unpacked in record time.  I im-
mediately headed down to where the action was; I knew there 
would be people in the fish room.  I nailed that; there was a crowd 
and it was growing. There is something about an ACA conven-
tion that makes you want to come a day or two early, and stay at 
least a day longer. Once you step into the hotel you enter the 
cichlid sector, it is different world, and a different time zone.  In 
this galaxy it is all about the cichlids! 

The registration desk was really a registration office, where several 
people could pickup their packets or register all at the same time. 
During the convention the room was never empty, there was al-
ways someone there to answer your questions or point you in the 

It’s a Pam Sandwich! Monster FishKeeper boy’s Bobby Sutton 
and Mike Dunagan 
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right direction.  Jan Benes, who has multiple ACA conventions 
already on her resume, spearheaded this room and it ran like a 
well-oiled machine!  I couldn’t wait to pick up my registration 
packet and goodie bag. And what a goodie bag it was!  Stuffed to 
the brim:  Cichlid News, Tropical Fish Hobbyist, Ken’s Fish cata-
log, Zoomed catalog, (8) cans of food, (2) water conditioner, Wa-
terWolves.com. CD, Monsterfish.com Free T-shirt Coupon & 
postcards, a Zoomed floating log, Rena Filter T-shirt, multiple de-
cals, and other brochures. Finally at the bottom of the sack was an 
awesome lanyard that held your nametag and schedule.  What a 
bonus and all I had to do is register.  This is a great way to sample 
different foods and find out about new products that ACA spon-
sors have. I was all set now! 

The show room was quite large with two very long rows of back-
to-back double-tiered tanks full of cichlids.  It is easy to spend a 
lot of time in this room, not only is it a high traffic area; it’s a good 
place to find people or meet up with people.  The Guy D. Jordan 
Bulletin Board was also on one wall. This is where everyone posts 
the fish they have brought with them to sell. This board was 
about 15 feet long and there was always a bunch of people check-
ing out the lists and lists of available livestock and plants.  There 
was a huge tank (240 gallons) in the middle of the room that was 
completely set up with stand, canopy, lights, filters, a couple hun-
dred pounds of holy rock, etc. It was one of many tanks donated by 
United Pet Group. For a complete look they added an assortment 
of loud colored Malawi Cichlids that would later be auctioned off. 
It was very impressive and this was silent auctioned off with the 
proceeds going to the convention.  Some guy with a big truck was 
the lucky bidder. 

This year the show was outstanding, there were some excellent 
specimens.  Everyone wants to look at these fish over and over and 
have their own list of winners. You want to drag your buddies 
back and discuss the pro and con’s of each entry.  It was wonderful 
to be able to see such a wide variety of cichlids, and it is not un-
usual to see adult species of fish that you have not seen before. If 
you are into photography this is an excellent place to increase your 
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                                        Pundamilia nyererei    Photo by:  Klaus Steinhaus 

gallery. There are many pictures of this years show on the ACA 
forum (http://www.cichlid.org/) so if you couldn’t make it, check 
out all the great shots. Congratulations to Dan Ye-Jennings for 
winning the Best Of Show with her outstanding Tomocichla as-
fraci. What an awesome fish! 

Another popular place to be at the convention was in the rental 
room.  This is where you could rent tanks to house fish you pur-
chase or fish you brought to sell. There were easily 5 – 6 rows of 
tanks with everything from Tropheus to pleco’s.  It is not only fun 
to see what people brought to sell, but also what people are buying 
throughout the weekend. Others prefer to keep their fish in their 
hotel room with them.  You scan the fish lists on the Guy D. Jor-
dan Bulletin Board, and when you find something, you note the 
sellers room number and go and take a look.  It was double fun this 
year since the over flow hotel was just across the parking lot with 
more fish people and fish. I like to take the elevator up to the top 
of the hotel and then walk down going through the hallways of 
each floor. You can hear the tanks bubbling and their doors are 
usually open. You can take a good look at what is available, and 
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even if you don’t buy anything, you can widen your cichlid net-
work by making connections that you can use in the future. 

Rental Room 

I was thrilled to see all the vendors!  I love to come to ACA and 
buy at least a couple of books; last year you could only find a book 
at the Babes Silent Auction. This year there were many vendors; 
a mini trade show of aquarium paraphernalia.  I had such a good 
time going from booth to booth and visiting with each of them.  I 
would like to name them all, but I will surely leave someone out. 
But, I do want to send them each a big THANKS for supporting 
the ACA. There was something for every fish keeper from foods, 
equipment, rocks, driftwood, spawning caves, decals, books, 
plants, etc. There were T-shirts galore. I have absolutely no self-
control when it comes to fish t-shirts, I went crazy and ended up 
with 14 or 15 cichlid related T-shirts!  Gary is going to have a cow 
when he reads this! At least I won’t kill these books, equipment or 
souvenirs. 

Most of Friday and all day Saturday the Babes In The Cichlid 
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 One of my favorite vendors – ZooMed! 

Hobby facilitate a Silent Auction.  This popular event is like a fish 
garage sale, this year there were over 450 fish related items that 
were auctioned off. ACA attendees are encouraged to donate 
items that other ACA attendees may be able use or want.  These 
fish themed items can be new or used and this year we had some 
very nice big-ticket items; 75 Gallon complete (Thanks! United 
Pet Group), original art; “Tanganyikan Dreams” by Stan Sung, 
“Frontosa” by Sharon Steinhaus, donated by Klaus, and a Pam 
Marsh T-shirt Quilt by Brenda Feltham.  Also several items with 
original art from Chuck Davis, including two clipboards with 
beautiful tank views of discus and angels. Wanda Jacobsen 
brought lots of her beautiful jewelry, many of which she made her-
self, and it is always a big hit. There were easily over 75 vintage 
T-shirts commemorating fish events for the last 25 years.  Not to 
mention all the books, equipment, foods and accessories.   

This years auction was a big success and all of the monies raised 
are donated to the Guy D. Jordan Endowment Fund, Paul V. 
Loiselle Conservation Fund and Stuart M. Grant Conservation 
Fund. In addition to the silent auction, the Babes also host the Guy 
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  Tanganyika Dreams by Stan Sung 

D. Jordan Oral Auction. This lively auction features fish donated 
from the Florida Fish Farmers and rare fish donated from hobby-
ists.  This year approximately 85 bags of fish were sold in less than 
two hours raising over $2400.00 for Guy D. Jordan Endowment 
Fund and the Paul V. Loiselle Conservation Fund.  Thank you 
cichlid people! And a special THANKS to John Hansen who is 
our Florida Fish Farm liaison who always does a great job getting 
this auction great fish. 

One highlight, Saturday after the banquet and before the final clos-
ing the Babes had the pleasure of hosting Al Klee for a book sign-
ing. He recently published a biography on Ida Mellen a woman 
aquarist who in the early 1920’s started to influence the fish world 
at the time, not only in the public aquarium realm but also among 
the first fish hobbyists. The Babes In The Cichlid Hobby is proof 
that she is still influencing the hobby today.   

One of the biggest draws to this type of event is the speakers and 
this year was no exception. Whatever the cichlid topic might be 
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there was a speaker to cover it. Not only did we see spectacular 
photos but also many of the speakers are now using video in their 
programs.  And who doesn’t like a workshop?  It is always great to 
get some hands on help.  All of the speakers received rave reviews. 

Jeff Cardwell – Uruguay 
Chuck Rambo – Lake Victoria 
Cary Strong – Discus 
Evan Bowers – Apistogramma 
Spencer Jack – (2) Geophagus – Banquet Speaker 
Ad Konings – (2) Neolamprologus - Aulonocara 
Eric Hanneman – Central America 
Discus Hans – Discus 
Michael Tobler – Archocentrus 
Wayne Leibel – Species, Speciation and Hybrids 
Paul V. Loiselle – West Africa 
Gary Lange – Photography Workshop 
Stephen Tanner & Ingo Seidel – Catfish workshop 

Ad Konings wow’s the crowd! 
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The time goes by so fast and before you know it is Saturday night 
and time for the banquet.  The room was very crowded with 
swarms of cichlid people claiming their tables as if it was a terri-
tory, only allowing their designated friends into the area.  Follow-
ing dinner we listened to Andrew Hebert Chairman of the ACA 
Board of Trustees regarding the state of the ACA.  This is also  
when the many volunteers of the ACA are introduced and thanked 
publicly for their continued support.  Show winners are announced 
and finally they let us lose and everyone heads back to the show 
room for one more look at all the fish.  It is the last night; everyone 
is celebrating a successful event and no one wants to go to bed 
early. This hotel was great for accommodating cichlid enthusiasts; 
with the layout it was possible to keep the fish crowd on the first 
floor where we were not disturbing the non-cichlid guests.  At 1:00 
am the hospitality room moved to the over flow hotel across the 
parking lot where we could continue to talk cichlids until the wee 
hours of the morning. 

Sunday morning bright and early people began to start bringing in 
their fish to be auctioned off. 1/3 of the room was roped off and 
many tables were loaded up with bags of fish.  This was excellent 
for viewing because you didn’t have to leave the room to see the 
fish. There was no particular order of how the bags were pulled 
and sent to the auction block. That always makes for a more inter-
esting auction, and you have to pay close attention or you will miss 
something.  There was a wide variety of cichlids available, and 
bidding was fast and furious and the prices were higher during the 
first few hours. People are more apt to pay higher prices for some-
thing if they are going to be leaving soon.  However, by mid after-
noon it had settled in to a nice crowd and more reasonable prices. 
The auction lasted until around 7:00 pm. 

Sunday evening after the auction we have the Babes Banquet, 
where anyone can join us for dinner. This year the hotel shuttled 
over 50 people to a local brewery where we had one last meal to-
gether. It was the end of another outstanding event where fish 
people gathered together all in the name of cichlids.  Friendships 
were strengthened and new ones were made.  
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Lots of fish at the giant auction. 

Congratulations to the Greater Cincinnati Aquarium Society for a 
superb event.  Chairman Phil Benes was everywhere taking care 
of everyone, always calm, cool and collected.  A big Thank You 
to Phil and his crew who worked very hard to put on a first class 
event. I give it 5-Stars! Everyone had good time and we applaud 
your dedication and hard work! 

Heads up Milwaukee, we are heading your way and we can’t 
wait! 

Here is proof Dave was 
there! 
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