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2009 FAAS Publication Awards Reprint Policies

The Federation of American Aquarium Societies encourages you to reprint the best articles from our 2009 Publication
Awards. Please follow the Reprint Policies dictated by each society.

Society Reprint Policy Where to Send Reprints
Aquarium Club of Anyone using original material from any "Tank Tales" must return two Joel Antkowiak
Lancaster County (2) copies of the original article to our exchange editor. 36 Dawkins Drive
East Earl, PA 17519
Atlanta Aquarium Allowed and Appreciated, provided notice given to AAAA. Atlanta Aquarium
Association Association
3405 Avocet Court
Norcross, GA 30092
Greater City Not-for-profit aquarium societies are hereby granted permission to Stephen Sica
Aquarium Society reproduce articles and illustrations from this publication, unless the Exchange Editor
article indicates that the copyrights have been retained by the author, Modern Aquarium
and provided reprints indicate source, and two copies of the 80-40 223 Street

publication are sent to the Exchange Editor of this magazine. Any other  Hollis Hills, NY 11427-1223
reproduction or commercial use of the material in this publication is
prohibited without express written prior permission.

Hill Country Reprints are permitted providing proper citation is included as wellasa  Hill Country Cichlid Club
Cichlid Club copy of the publication sent to HCCC librarian. 1302 Greenhill Dr.
Canyon Lake, TX 78133
Kitchener-Waterloo Articles from this publication may be printed in a not for profit Kitchener-Waterloo
Aquarium Society publication provided credit is given to both the author and KWAS. Aquarium Society
Copies of the reprint must be sent to both the author and KWAS. Any Box 38037 256 King
other use is prohibited without the written consent of KWAS. Street North, Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada N2J 479
Long Island Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non- Long Island
Society profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author ~ Aquarium Society
and the Long Island Aquarium Society and two (2) copies of the reprint ~ P.O. Box 873
are sent to the editor. Nesconset, NY 11767
Milwaukee Reprints of original articles published in the Splash are permitted. When  Milwaukee Aquarium
Aquarium Society reprinting an article from the Splash, please: credit the author, the Society
Splash and the Milwaukee Aquarium Society. Send two copies of the PO Box 250824

issue containing the reprint to the address below, one for the club and Milwaukee, WI 53225
the other for the author.

Nassau County Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non- Nassau County
Aquarium Society profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author ~ Aquarium Society

and NCAS and two (2) copies of the reprint are sent to the editor. Any P.O.Box 358

original artwork remains the property of the artist and may not be Glenwood Landing, NY

reproduced. NCAS prohibits distribution of any articles contained inthe 11547
Pisces Press on any online electronic service, unless written permission
is granted from both the editor and the author.

Pacific Coast Material in Cichlidae Communiqué may be reprinted by non-profit PCCA
Cichlid Association organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the Cichlidae P.O.Box 28145
Communiqué and the author, and that two copies of the publication San Jose, CA 95159-814

containing the reprinted material (one for the author, the other for the
PCCA library) be sent to the PCCA. Reprints must also be accompanied
by the following: "Reprinted from Cichlidae Communiqué, publication
of the Pacific Coast Cichlid Association”

Go to Page 2 to see Article
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At our December Holiday Party, the 2007 FAAS awards
were handed out. It has been 2ome time 2ince Long lsfand
Aquarium Society paricipated in FAAS Publication Awards,
but our club did quite well.

The &wards were gz follows:

Category Place Mame
4 Bast Changing Cover, Crigina! Art 2" Place Are Gilber
5 Best FAAS Related Adicle 1* Place Pat Smith
0 Best Spaaning Article 500-1000 words 1% Place (Juniorll).  Rich
Lorenzen
15 Best Continucus FAAS Celumn 1" Place Pat Smith
20 Best How o Article 1™ Place (Jumiorl) P
Soiallo
20 Best How o Article 1" Place {Junicrlll) Bryanna
Smith
21 Best Article. Socety Managemsnt 1* Place Margaret
Peterson
21 Best Article. Socety Managemsnt 2* Place Jirm
Peterson
21 Best Article. Socety Managemsnt 3" Place Arie Gilbert
23 Best Collecting Artizle 1 Place Jirm
Paierson
23 Best Collecting Article 2™ Place Margared
Petarson
25 Best Hurnorous Article 1% Place Pat Smith
25 Best Humorous Article 2™ Place Arie Gilbert
28 Best Continuing Column 3" Placs Margaret
Peterson
30 Author of the Year £ Placs Fat Smith

ol Faradss Press

A full listing of all FAAS winners can be found on the FAAS
website: hifpfweaw faas info. All of the first place articles
can be seen by going to the awards listing on the FAAS
website. In the listing, there are links to each of the first
place winning articles.

In the meantime, after you have gone and loocked at some
of the winning articles, start planning to be a part of the
FAAS Publication Awards in 2009, Write an article, or two.,
If you don't like to write, then draw. If you dont want fo
draw, fry doing a photo essay. Why not get involved in
YOUR publication?

| have started working on the 2008 FAAS Publication
Awards entries. Thig year, | am frying to get them up in PDF
format to be entered on a dizk. This will eliminate a lot of
paperwvork (which | don't have ready access to any more)
and it will cut down on our mailing expenses getting them to
FAAS. (Don't let the retired postmaster hear about that!). |
am learning a3 | go along._. but | have all of January to get
them all done.

The reazon it takes so long for the awards to come is the
fact that entries are not submitted until the end of January,
and the categonies are 2plit amongst zeveral judges. LIAS
alzo elected to save the awards until the end of the yvear
holiday party.

Faradio Fross a1
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" Fedevation of American By pat smith

Agquarium Sodeties
So far, | have found working with the PDF files to be somewhat
more difficult than working with photocopies. Of course, | do real-
ize that this is partly (or mostly) because it was ever so much
easier to just have Ken run off the copies of the articles and for
me to sit down at my leisure and categorize them and hand write
the tags. Redoing the tag for each one on the computer takes
time. | guess I just liked the instant gratification. | could do one
step and see it finished. | also find it easier to read the articles
and evaluate them in hard copy rather than reading them on the
computer. | think that stems from years of work on my Master's
Degree done online. Been there, done that! | don’t go on the
computer nearly as much. Much to my delight, Rick Borstein has
extended the deadline for entries until February 28. He has
judges lined up to help out at the Greater Chicago Cichlid As-
sociation’s Cichlid Classic in May and expects the awards to
be sent out in June. Last year, over ninety certificates were sent
out. LIAS received fifteen of them. So far, (and | haven't gotten
far) | have prepared 32 entries.

One of Rick’s major concerns for the upcoming year is seeing
how the economy will affect the pet industry, since the pet stores
are the main feed for the hobby. Time will tell.

Other items reported on by Rick are:

KENTUCKY LOOKING AT FISH TRANSPORTATION
LEGISLATION

According to an article on http://www.PetProductNews.com,
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
has proposed a permit system for transporting live fish, fish
eggs, live bait and other aquatic organizations into, within or
through the state.” The legislation does not affect hobbyists
directly since aquarium species are exempted.

INDUSTRY INITIATIVES TO PREVENT SELLING OF
JUMBO FISH SPECIES

In the last few months, the retail aquarium trade has started
to discourage the selling of fish species, which can rapidly
outgrow most home aquaria. This new “Responsible Fish-
keeping Initiative” attempts to discourage the sale of some
jumbo species such as the Red Tailed Catfish. The industry
has created posters and other materials. See the article on

Pet Industry News at http://www.petproductnews.com/images/
media/rfi-poster.pdf.

TETRA OFFERS FREE SUPPORT FOR NEWBIES

Tetra Care is a new service that offers phone and email
support for aquarium hobbyists. The service appears to be
aimed at new hobbyists, but it’s nice to see that the industry
is attempting to make newbies successful. More information
can be found at http://www.tetrafish.com.

SPECTRUM BRANDS RESULTS:

Industrial conglomerate Spectrum Brands, which makes
Ray-o0-vac batteries and the Tetra line of pet products, has
reported better than expect earnings for their 4th Quarter
2008 business. Overall, the pet business grew slightly from
2.6B to 2.7B from the prior year. The aquatic business grew
for the first time in five quarters.

FAAS PROFILE

Some clubs still have outdated contacts, emails and web
addresses on the FAAS member’s page. We all need to

check our information and be sure that all of the new club
information and addresses are listed.

Federation of American Aquarium Societies (FAAS)
FAAS, which was formed in 1973, is a service organization of
and for aquarium societies of North, Central and South America.
It is YOUR organization. If you are interested in being on the
Board of Directors for FAAS, please consider contacting Rick
Borstein at Borstein@yahoo.com for more information.


mailto:Borstein@yahoo.com
http:http://www.tetrafish.com
http://www.petproductnews.com/images
http:http://www.PetProductNews.com
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| did it! It took a while to figure out just how to do it effi-
ciently, but | got our FAAS entries tagged, PDF 'd and
burned to a CD. | realize that to many of you, it may not
seem like much of an accomplishment, but | had it easy be-
fore. Ken used to make all the copies of the articles, and
the tags. All | had to do was finish off the tags, staple them
to the entries and put them in a box and mail them. The
hardest part was going back and forth creating the tags.
With any luck, we will have any awards we win at the June
meeting. Itis great to note that we had entries in 17 of the
29 categories.

Rick hopes to have all the judging done in May at the
Greater Cincinnati Cichlid Association Convention and have
them all mailed out by June.

In January, | handed out Participation Certificates. These
were given to members who submitted articles, jumbles and
artwork to the Paradise Press during 2008. If you didn’t get
a certificate, you will not be representing Long Island
Aquarium Society in the FAAS publication awards contest.
Will you be part of the 2009 contest? Because, even though
you may not realize it, you can be in the 2009 contest. All
you need to do is take the time to start writing, start drawing
and submit your work to the editor. Remember, it is YOUR
publication! Junior members- we need your help as well.
Your experiences are just as important. Don’t think that you
can’t write just because you haven’'t been a member that
long, or that you don’t have enough experience. That just

isn’t true. It is by doing that you learn. And, more impor-
tantly, you may have ideas that older members haven’t
thought about yet. | have started a “Kid’s Korner” and am
happy to say that | have had several entries submitted. It
would be great to have all of our junior members participat-
ing in the publication.

Each year, clubs can request a FAAS medallion to be
awarded to a club member. | have requested ours, and Rick
tells me it will be shipped out soon. The Board will decide
who will win this award and when it will be given out.

In the meantime, FAAS, like all other clubs, aquarium
societies and organizations could use a few good men- or
women. If you are interested in volunteering some of your
time and talents, or just finding out more information, why
not contact Rick Borstein at webmaster@faas.info or look
on the website, http://www.faas.info
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Finding fish in the desert isn’t as hard as it may seem! It just
might not be the kind of fish you were hoping to find. Fish in
top right tank are Tilapia.


http://www.faas.info
mailto:webmaster@faas.info
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Now that the North East Council has announced its awards at the Con-
vention in March, we just have to wait until the FAAS Publication
Awards are judged in May and mailed out in June. Any member CAN
be entered into the FAAS Publication Awards Contest...but, you have to
write an article or submit artwork. It is that simple. | have requested,
and received a FAAS medallion, which the Board of Directors will de-
cide how to best use. Each club is free to find its own use for this
award.

FAAS is trying to get more programs that can be available to member
societies for use at their local fish club. It has been months, but | am still
trying to get sound into my Philaquas program. Philaguas is a program
that was initiated quite some time ago by several Nassau County
Aquarium Society members. For anyone who is interested in fish, you
may find that collecting stamps can be fun as well...especially when you
can focus just on the stamps which depict various types of fish.

One of the other areas that FAAS is committed to a more active role is
that of legislation. Over the years, there have been many laws dis-
cussed which could harm the pet industry by being too restrictive. For
that reason, FAAS has joined forces with PIJAC, the Pet Industry Joint
Action Committee. PIJAC tries to oversee some of the legislation to as-
sure that the all of the pet industry is not unnecessarily burdened with
laws that severely restrict the hobby. It is important that everyone be-
comes familiar with the congressional hearing banning nonnative spe-
cies. The best way to learn about the details and gain an understand-
ing of what you can do is to visit the PIJAC website and view the PIJAC
Alert. Please note that the linked PIJAC PET ALERT requires that you
have Adobe Acrobat installed. Visit the following link for a more detailed
understanding and implication of H.R.669 :
http://banner.pethobbyist.com/spclick.php?id=438

On April 23rd 2009 The Natural Resources Committee of the U.S. Con-
gress will hold a hearing on H.R. 669, a resolution that will in effect ban
importation, interstate transport and the private ownership of most
birds, mammals, reptiles, and fish as pets. Should HR669 be adopted
as written , only the following nonnative animals would be allowed: any
cat (Felis catus), cattle or oxen (Bos taurus), chicken (Gallus gallus do-
mesticus), dog (Canis lupus familiaris), donkey or ass (Equus asinus),
domesticated members of the family Anatidae (geese) , duck

IMPORTANT NEWS

from Mike Matthews, President of CCAC

Circle City Aquarium Club
is hosting the
2009 American Livebearer Association’s
annual convention.

The web site is
www.ala2009.com

Registration may be done on-line or by malil
(available soon by download or request).

The contact e-mail for the convention information is :

ccacauction@gmail.com

(domesticated Anas spp.) , goat (Capra aegagrus hircus) , goldfish
(Carassius auratus auratus) , horse (Equus caballus) , llama (Lama
glama), mule or hinny (Equus caballus x E. asinus) , pig or hog (Sus
scrofa domestica) , domesticated varieties of rabbit (Oryctolagus cu-
niculus) , sheep (Ovis aries) Should this resolution be adopted into law
as written it will have a devastating impact on every pet owner and busi-
ness in the United States! You will not be able to enjoy the hobby of
fishkeeping the way we can today. Action is needed TODAY to protect
your rights to keep your pets!

While we want to protect the hobby, it is also important to remember
that as hobbyists, we need to protect local habitats from fish and plants
that are no longer desirable in our tanks. Last year, Long Island Aquar-
ium Society joined together with the Peconic Estuary Program to help
eradicate invasive ludwigia from the Peconic River.

FAAS would like to encourage more active roles taken by hobbyists to
help protect the environment and take responsibility for assisting gov-
ernment programs designed for that purpose.


mailto:ccacauction@gmail.com
http:www.ala2009.com
http://banner.pethobbyist.com/spclick.php?id=438
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The Federation of American Aquarium Societies (FAAS), formed in
1973, is a service organization of and for aquarium societies of North,
Central and South America. We enter into this New Year faced with
difficult times. Many local fish stores are closing. | believe that now is
the time that clubs need to support your local fish store even more.
What can you do to help? All members are encouraged to think about
this problem, and bring suggestions to the regular meeting or submit
suggestions to board members. Hopefully, these ideas will be shared
with FAAS.

Last year, FAAS delivered over 90 awards in 30 categories, and we are
waiting for the judging to be done and awards mailed out in June. Last
year’s First Place winners can be viewed at the FAAS web site. Many of
the entries this year were done electronically, which is a “Green” meas-
ure, which is good for the environment, something we should all try to
make a priority.

Last year, FAAS emailed and posted in our website about US Bill HR
6311, the Non-Native Invasive Species Act. Ultimately, and in our opin-
ion correctly, this bill died in committee. Unfortunately, a new bill, HR
669, has been introduced which has even greater restrictions. Since
virtually all of our aquarium fish are non-native species, this bill, if
passed as is, would severely restrict the fish we can keep in our tanks.
HR 669 would allow the US Fish and Wildlife Service to determine on a
species by species basis which animals US citizens would be allowed
to keep based on their potential to threaten native species and ecosys-
tems.

While we understand that some tropical fish could survive in sub-
tropical areas of the country (e.g. South Florida), limiting someone in
Minnesota from keeping a fish that could only survive in Florida doesn't
seem to make sense. Legislation of this kind, if at all, should be left to
the states. However, all ornamental fish would have to be on an
“approved list”. Any fish not appearing on the “Approved List” could not
be imported or even moved from state to state. Trade in all such
unlisted species would come to a halt — possession would be limited

IMPORTANT NEWS

from Mike Matthews, President of CCAC

Circle City Aquarium Club
is hosting the
2009 American Livebearer Association’s
annual convention.

The web site is
www.ala2009.com

Registration may be done on-line or by mail
(available soon by download or request).

The contact e-mail for the convention information is :

ccacauction@gmail.com

and all breeding would have to cease. To reiterate: Unless species are
included on the Approved List import, export, transport, and breeding
would be prohibited. Exceptions are limited and would not be available
to pet owners across the nation.

Currently, this bill is in committee and a long way from passage. The
Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council is working with pet industry to com-
bat this bill. At this point, they are not necessarily recommending a let-
ter writing campaign, but, if you choose to do so, letters should be sent
to your Representatives, NOT your Senators. FAAS will continue to
monitor this legislation. A copy of the HR669 bill (PDF) is available on
the FAAS website http://www.faas.info for your review. As this publica-
tion goes to print, The Natural Resources Committee of the U.S. Con-
gress will have held a hearing on H.R. 669. (It was slated to be held on
April 23, 2009) If passed, this resolution will in effect ban importation,
interstate transport and the private ownership of most birds, mammals,
reptiles, and fish as pets.



http://www.faas.info
mailto:ccacauction@gmail.com
http:www.ala2009.com

The

Long Island Aquarium Society

WANTS YOU

The Third Friday of every month
At The

Town of Brookhaven Holtsville Park and Zoo
249 Buckley Road, Holtsville, NY 11742

Beginner to Master Breeder from Ages 8 to 80 Welcome

Nationally Recognize Guest Speaker Sharing Their
Knowledge on All Aspects of Aquarium Hobby

Refreshment Mini-Tropical Fish Auction Raffel Prizes

Ponds and Water Gardens
Marine Fish and Mini-Reef
Live-bearers and Killies
Angles,Discus and Plants
African Cichlids

The Long Island Aquarium Society, Inc. (LIAS) is the oldest organization devoted to Tropical
Fish in the Long Island area. It is a non profit organization dedicated to the study of aquatic
life; to promote interest, exchange ideas and encourage the breeding and showing of aquatic
fish. The membership is made up of men, women and children of all levels of experience,
including nationally renowned individuals who are eager to share their experiences and
expertise in all phases of aquarium management and fish breeding.

For more information call:

Margaret @ 631-928-7674

Or visit us online at:

www.liasonline.org (s

FAAS Update of May 28, 2009 by Rick Borstein, FAAS President
HR 669 Update

FAAS has been in communication with the Pet Industry Joint
Advisory Council (PIJAC). FAAS has been listed as a support-
ing organization in the effort to defeat this bill which would
severely curtail the species of fish which can be kept in the
US. PIJAC provides regular updates on their website at http://
pijac.org/governmentaffairs/hr669forum.asp.

PIJAC testified before the committee about the devastating
effects that this bill would have on the industry. Note that
HR669 would affect bird and reptile keepers, too. HR669 was
returned to committee for further review, but we should note
here that the bill is not dead. PIJAC should shortly release
another letter to the committee. We have seen a copy of the
letter and lent our support. The letter is not public yet, but
when it is it will be posted on the PIJAC site.

We urge aquarium societies to keep abreast of this issue, but
at the same time urge you not to feed the rumor mill. There is
a lot of speculation about lobbying groups which are behind
the bill, but at present nothing is substantiated.

One thing that does concern us a bit is that the goals of FAAS
and PIJAC may not be perfectly aligned. PIJAC represents the
pet industry while FAAS represents aquarium clubs and
indirectly aquarium hobbyists.

Many new specimens are imported in small quantities as part
of collecting trips by serious hobbyists. PIJAC probably is not



too concerned about that but we are.

We hope that the bill sponsors will hold public meetings around the
country so that stakeholders like you will have the chance to com-
ment on the bill. If that happens, we would like to offer a unified
front that argues the points of the hobbyist.

Publication Award Update

Thanks to all the clubs that participated in sending in their 2008 en-
tries. There were over 3000 pages submitted this year and we were
pleased that participation has increased.

All entries have been judged and we are compiling the results. We
want to remind all entrants that judging is a subjective process and
we used four different judges this year.

A few tips for your best chance of winning:

1.Make sure you submit your entry in the right category. We had a
few clubs that submitted entries into "Best Article about a Genus of
Fish" that should have been "Best Article about a Species of Fish".
These were disqualified.

2.Articles that best fit the category generally do better. For exam-
ple, a specific article about "Society Management" will usually be
better regarded than a President's Column with a bit of the topic
thrown in.

3.Send in your Best We have some societies that send in BAP list-
ings and so forth in the "Best Continuing Column™ category. Sub-
stantive articles will do better.

Input Needed for Aquarium Speaker Database

We've been mulling over starting up an aquarium speaker data-
base. This online tool would help you find speakers for your meet-
ings and events. The thought is that you would be able to search by
category, topic, speaker, etc.

We are looking for someone to help rough out this project before
we send it to a developer for a quote. If you are interested, email
borstein@yahoo.com.

FAAS Medallions

FAAS Medallion are available to member clubs to be used to recog-
nize the efforts of individual hobbyists and their efforts.

LIAS

The Long Island Aquarium Society, Inc. (LIAS) is the oldest organization
devoted to Tropical Fish in the Long Island area. It is a non profit organi-
zation dedicated to the study of aquatic life; to promote interest, exchange
ideas and encourage the breeding and showing of aquatic fish. The mem-
bership is made up of men, women and children of all levels of experience,
including nationally renowned individuals who are eager to share their ex-
periences and expertise in all phases of aquarium management and fish
breeding. LIAS meets at 8PM on the 3rd Friday of each month (except July
and August). The meetings feature programs, covering all phases of tropi-
cal fish keeping, by noted guest speakers. A bowl show is featured every
month, with ribbons awarded for first, second, and third place, culminating
in the annual Bowl Show Champion Award. A Social atmosphere is en-
joyed by all during refreshments. It is at this time that members “talk fish”,
exchange ideas and secrets, trade fish and establish friendships. The meet-
ings resume with free door prizes and a raffle. Auctions are held monthly
and all have the opportunity to bid for rare and homebred fish or equip-
ment at bargain prices. Visitors are always welcome and , of course, may
participate in the raffle and auction. The nominal membership dues allow
voting privileges, a subscription to the award winning Paradise Press and a
membership card, which entitles the member to generous discounts at local
pet shops.

How to Find Us!

L1 Exp (495), exit 62 South, stay on Service road
at 2nd light, make right onto Blue Point Road
take 5th left on to Buckley Road.

The Holtsville Park will be on your Left.
.,OR.~
Sunrise Hwy (27), exit 52 Waverly Ave north.
at 2nd light, make right on to Buckley Rd.
The Holtsville Park will be on your right ~ 2miles
..OR...

Sunrise Hwy (27), exit 51 Nicholls Rd north at 2nd
Exit Patchoque- Holbrook rd,
turn right at 2nd light CR 99 turn left,
go to first exit Buckley Rd,
turn left, ~ 1000ft on the right

We meet in the Green House Room
Take the park road past the 2 lots on your right. Park
Telephone # 631 758 9664
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It is hard believe it is time to start a new season. Rick an-
nounced that the FAAS Publication Awards have been
judged and the results are posted on the FAAS website. We
should have the awards to present at our holiday meeting in
December. It is hard to believe that this year is half over
and it will soon be time to review the publications and pre-
pare the entries for 2009. Rick sent suggestions for choos-
ing article entries in his last report, and those guidelines
were reported in the June issue.

Unfortunately, Rick and his wife both were hospitalized,
which delayed the compiling of the results. We hope they
have both recuperated by now.

Things have definitely quieted down on the HR669 front,
the piece of legislation which would have severely curtailed
the import of wild fish into the US. Part of their letter has
been included in this issue. | did not include the list of or-
ganizations which sponsored the letters sent from PIJAC to
the HR669 Committee.

As members of an Aquarium Society, we have a vested in-
terest in the state of the pet industry. Pet Product News in
their "State of the Industry 2008-2009" reported that fish
and related products comprise 13.25% of the total pet prod-
uct market. This was a drop of about 4.5% as a percentage
of the total pet products category. While fish/fish products
declined as a percentage of total pet/pet products sales in
2008, it did so at a slower rate than the two previous years.
Freshwater fish alone were down 4.5% while sales of salt-
water fish gained 2.8%. Again, this is as a percentage of

the total pet products category. Spectrum Brands, which
markets Marineland, Jungle, and Tetra, issued its third-
guarter report noting that sales of aquatic supplies were
down 7.5% compared to a year ago. Sales of food held
steady, but the larger purchases, such as filters and light-
ing, were down.

As a matter of interest, the results were as follows:

"25.6% freshwater fish
713.8% fish food

- 12.8% saltwater fish
"9.9% aquariums
"9.2% accessories
9.3% filtration/lighting
"6.8% Medicines
-3.8% Substrates
"2.9% Aquarium Kits
"2.9% Other

-3.0% Misc

Overall, it is good to see that the number of societies joining
FAAS has increased. The number of clubs entering the
Publication Awards Contest also increased for 2008 and
hopefully will continue to do so for the 2009 season.

As always, if you are interested in joining the Board of
FAAS, visit the FAAS website at http://www.faas.info. From
there, you can find Rick’s email and drop him a line. While
you are visiting the FAAS web site, why not join the forum
and post your ideas.


http://www.faas.info
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| still haven’t received the certificates for the 2008 FAAS
Publication Awards, but I am sure we will have them for our
Holiday party in December. Remember that members who
have written articles for the Paradise Press will be given
tickets for a special raffle at the holiday party.

Since there really isn’t much new to report on with FAAS, |
have included a reprint from the past. In the 1970-1980’s
FAAS published a quarterly Federation Report. There is a
wealth of information in these publications.

The article | chose deals with Auctions. Fall is a great time
to attend some of the local club auctions, and | encourage
everyone to look at the information on some of the local
shows and auctions that will be coming up soon.

FAAS could use a few good members on their Board of
Directors. Do you have some free time? Are you interested
in learning more about the fish hobby and sharing your
information with other societies? Do you like working online
doing searches? Do you have computer skills that could
help get information out to member clubs of FAAS? If so,
why not contact the FAAS president, Rick Borstein. You
can find more information on the Federation’s web site,
which can be found at http://www.faas.info.

In the meantime, why not write an article, or two, so that
you might have a chance to be entered into the 2009 FAAS
publication awards contest.

FAAS Update: September 21, 2009

HR669 issues have gone stone cold. At present, we believe this issue to be
dead due to overwhelming objections from hobbyists and industry.

FAAS appeared as a sponsor in PIJAC's last letter to the HR669 Committee.
You can read PIJAC's "PIJAC THANKS PET OWNERS, HOBBYISTS, AND
OTHERS WHO CARE" press release for background.

2008 FAAS Publication Awards

We're embarassed, but we had to correct a couple of issues with the judging
this year. Our transition to digital judging had a bit of a hiccup, but we expect
to send out awards soon.

We've updated our 2008 Awards Page.

Congratulations to all of the societies who entered and an special "shout out" to
Author-of-the-Year, Derek P.S. Tustin, of the Durham Region Aquarium Soci-
ety.

Swap Meet Presentation

More and more clubs are looking into Swap Meets as a new way to generate
revenue and win over the public.

Check out our Swap Meet Presentation to learn all about conducting a swap
meet.

2008 Publication Awards

Looking for material for your publication? FAAS has posted

over twenty articles in PDF Format which won First Place in our 2008
Publication Awards.

FAAS Mailing List

Join our spam-free Email List. We will send you an update email approxi-
mately every 4-6 weeks with news from FAAS. Make sure you "whitelist" or
look for a confirming email from webmaster@faas.info.
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| have finally received the 2008 Awards, and am glad we
will have them to be presented at the December Holiday
part. Rick had hoped to have them in the mail much earlier,
but had to correct a couple of issues with the judging this
year. The transition to digital judging had a bit of a problem,
and the Board will work on some measures to simplify the
judging process. So, just get those articles in to the editor
now so you can have something to be entered into the 2009
awards contest. Even with the digital submission, most of
the articles and publications had to be printed out for the
judging. This is a LOT of paperwork. The contest has be-
come more popular and more clubs have been entering,
which is great to see. From the website, you can link to see
the first place winning articles.

One of the topics under consideration is the possibility of
changing the judging of the publication awards to make it a
point system similar to the Author of the Year. My personal
objection to this would be that the author of the year builds
up points on his own. The club however, would be accumu-
lating points as a whole. That would give larger clubs an
undo advantage. There are authors who may be members
of more than one club, but may write for the largest club
only to get their articles in publications that have been
around longer and therefore get far more public recognition.
| am sure there can be a means to simplify the judging
process that will remain fair to all societies. Watch for up-
dates, and don'’t forget to write some articles so you can
have a chance to win a FAAS Award.

Why not join the FAAS spam-free email list? You will be
sent an email update approximately every 4-6 weeks with
news from FAAS. Make sure you look for a confirming

email from webmaster@faas.info. You will get information
on any of the new legislation that may be coming up for a
vote, or information about upcoming club events. But, you
can always just go to the FAAS website and see what is go-
ing on in the hobby.

Swap Meets seem to be a great way to generate revenue
and get the public to know about clubs. There is a Swap
Meet Presentation on the website where you can learn
more how to go about conducting a swap meet.

While you are at the website signing up for the email list
and checking out the presentations, why not take some
time to look at the forums and sign up if you haven’t done
SO.

And, as you can see, | have listed other fish forum invita-
tions below. So, log onto your computer and check out the
wonderful world of fish forums. Meet some new friends.
Then you can sit down and write an article about it. (hint,
hint)

Visit the Fish Forums!

If you are on the Internet and would like information about
fish, visit the web site @ http://www.fishforums.net. The
Long Island Aquarium Society is listed under the sub-
forums — tropical fish forums and local aquarium societies.
If you would like additional information or have any ques-
tions, please speak with club member, Roxana Tuohy , who
has been a part of the form for two years.

Another fish forum you may want to visit is that of our sister
society, the Nassau County Aquarium Society. You can get
the link from their website at http://www.ncasweb.org.

The Atlanta Area Aquarium Society offers a forum which
can be found at: http://www.atlantaaquarium.com/forum/.
Check them out too!
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It seems a little odd to be presenting awards for 2008 at the
2009 Holiday party, but FAAS follows the calendar year,
while Long Island Aquarium Society follows the season
from September to August. As we are presenting these
awards, it is time to start going through the publications to
determine which articles will be entered in the 2009 awards.
Anyone interested in helping with this task? Feel free to
contact me at editor@liasonline.net.

The FAAS Board is also looking into trying to simplify the_
rules for future entries. Some of these proposals may be in

effect in the future. Some of them don’t seem to be needed,
or will require further clarification or amending. Change is
never an easy thing to determine. The final goal should be
to encourage new clubs to enter, and to make it easier to
judge the classes, but to maintain a balance that allow all
clubs, large or small, to have the same chance to win.

One of the proposals is that the Publication Award for best
publication should be based on the same standard as the
Author of the Year. Since instituting this sort of proposal
would eliminate the chance for ANY small club to win, de-
spite the quality of the publication, | have voted strongly
against it. | do not see that “for the most part, large clubs
participate in the Pub awards” as a valid reason to institute
this change. Nor do | see that “Author of the Year is simi-
larly biased” to be a valid reason. Author of the year is
based solely on the merits of the work of ONE author. Lar-
ger clubs, who can attract more authors just because as a
large club their publication tends to win more awards, would
have an unreasonably greater chance to win the best publi-
cation award. One other proposal that | think needs further

discussion and clarification is that if a FAAS article is en-
tered in category 5, it cannot be entered into category 15.
Best FAAS Article and Best Continuous FAAS Column
should have their individual merits. IF there is to be limita-
tions on entries, then perhaps limiting each and every arti-
cle to be entered in only one category should be consid-
ered. As you can see, there is a lot of work to making
changes.

In the meantime, the first place winning articles can be
viewed online at http://www.faas.info. | am happy to say we
have several articles posted. The awards will be listed in
the January 2010 Paradise Press.

Elections are also something that FAAS needs to consider
and naturally, like all other clubs, FAAS is looking for some
new members to the Board. Meetings are done by net
meeting, or email exchange. New ideas are always helpful
in getting societies to grow. Anyone interested in joining the
FAAS Board can contact Rick Borstein by clicking on a link
at http://www.faas.info which will bring you to Rick’s email.

The use of the internet has made it easier to find clubs
through search engines. This has its own pros and cons.
While it allows for more information, it lacks the personal
touch of aquarium society meetings. As more and more
clubs “print” their publications in Electronic Format, we have
access to more exchanges, and in most cases, these publi-
cations can be viewed in full color, whereas the hard copy
would be done in black and white. So, you can see that
some changes can be very good! FAAS has over 65 mem-
ber clubs and growing. The Internet definitely helps in
reaching out and spreading news!
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