
  
     

    

   
 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
     

   
 

    
   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

  
   

  

  
 

 
  

  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
   

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2009 FAAS Publication Awards Reprint Policies
 
The Federation of American Aquarium Societies encourages you to reprint the best articles from our 2009 Publication 
Awards. Please follow the Reprint Policies dictated by each society. 

Society Reprint Policy Where to Send Reprints 
Aquarium Club of 
Lancaster County 

Anyone using original material from any "Tank Tales" must return two 
(2) copies of the original article to our exchange editor. 

Joel Antkowiak 
36 Dawkins Drive 
East Earl, PA 17519 

Atlanta Aquarium 
Association 

Allowed and Appreciated, provided notice given to AAAA. Atlanta Aquarium 
Association 
3405 Avocet Court 
Norcross, GA 30092 

Greater City 
Aquarium Society 

Not-for-profit aquarium societies are hereby granted permission to 
reproduce articles and illustrations from this publication, unless the 
article indicates that the copyrights have been retained by the author, 
and provided reprints indicate source, and two copies of the 
publication are sent to the Exchange Editor of this magazine. Any other 
reproduction or commercial use of the material in this publication is 
prohibited without express written prior permission. 

Stephen Sica 
Exchange Editor 
Modern Aquarium 
80-40 223 Street 
Hollis Hills, NY 11427-1223 

Hill Country 
Cichlid Club 

Reprints are permitted providing proper citation is included as well as a 
copy of the publication sent to HCCC librarian. 

Hill Country Cichlid Club 
1302 Greenhill Dr. 
Canyon Lake, TX 78133 

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Aquarium Society 

Articles from this publication may be printed in a not for profit 
publication provided credit is given to both the author and KWAS. 
Copies of the reprint must be sent to both the author and KWAS. Any 
other use is prohibited without the written consent of KWAS. 

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Aquarium Society 
Box 38037 256 King 
Street North, Waterloo, 
Ontario, Canada N2J 4T9 

Long Island 
Society 

Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non­
profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author 
and the Long Island Aquarium Society and two (2) copies of the reprint 
are sent to the editor. 

Long Island 
Aquarium Society 
P.O. Box 873 
Nesconset, NY 11767 

Milwaukee 
Aquarium Society 

Reprints of original articles published in the Splash are permitted. When 
reprinting an article from the Splash, please: credit the author, the 
Splash and the Milwaukee Aquarium Society. Send two copies of the 
issue containing the reprint to the address below, one for the club and 
the other for the author. 

Milwaukee Aquarium 
Society 
PO Box 250824 
Milwaukee, WI 53225 

Nassau County 
Aquarium Society 

Permission to reprint original articles is hereby granted to other non­
profit organizations, provided proper credit is given to both the author 
and NCAS and two (2) copies of the reprint are sent to the editor. Any 
original artwork remains the property of the artist and may not be 
reproduced. NCAS prohibits distribution of any articles contained in the 
Pisces Press on any online electronic service, unless written permission 
is granted from both the editor and the author. 

Nassau County 
Aquarium Society 
P.O. Box 358 
Glenwood Landing, NY 
11547 

Pacific Coast 
Cichlid Association 

Material in Cichlidae Communiqué may be reprinted by non-profit 
organizations, provided that proper credit is given to the Cichlidae 
Communiqué and the author, and that two copies of the publication 
containing the reprinted material (one for the author, the other for the 
PCCA library) be sent to the PCCA. Reprints must also be accompanied 
by the following: "Reprinted from Cichlidae Communiqué, publication 
of the Pacific Coast Cichlid Association” 

PCCA 
P.O. Box 28145 
San Jose, CA 95159-814 
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LIONFISH INVADE 

CAYMAN ISLANDS
 

by Stephen Sica
 

On May 1, 2009 at approximately 9:30 
AM Central time, a divemaster named 
Sunshine discovered a juvenile lionfish, 

Pterois volitans, about two inches in length plus 
fins and spines, hovering next to a concave piece 
of dead coral on a dive site called Marilyn’s Cut, 
just offshore of Little Cayman Island.  The fish 
was living on a coral reef in about thirty feet of 
water, atop the six thousand feet deep Cayman 
Trench.  I was swimming just behind Sunny when 
she found the fish and signaled her discovery to 
me. I did not see what she was so excited about 
until the fish swam under the coral that appeared 
to be either the fish’s home or hiding place. 
The coral was about fourteen inches long, and 
probably weighed about six or seven pounds. 
Since I did not immediately see the elusive fish, I 
did not have an opportunity to photograph it. 

Sunny used a thin metal rod about eighteen 
inches long to work the coral and the fish into 
a large,  clear, heavy duty plastic bag, and then 
she used the rod to push the coral out of the bag, 
which she immediately took to the surface while 
Donna and I continued our dive. 

Later, on the boat, Sunny said that the first 
Cayman Islands’ lionfish was discovered and 
caught in February of 2008 off Little Cayman.  No 
more were found until December of that same year. 
The fish that Sunny captured was approximately 

the thirty-fifth lionfish captured in the Cayman 
Islands (the group consists of only three islands). 
Sunny stated that all fish are captured alive and 
studied (including DNA testing) by the local 
marine biology laboratory.  Afterwards, most 
of the fish are euthanized and dissected. Since 
lionfish have very few predators, and propagate 
easily in the wild, the general policy of the local 
scientific community has been to destroy them, 
though a small number of fish are tagged and 
released for follow-up study.  Sunny claimed 
that one dissected full-sized Cayman lionfish had 
more than twenty-five grunt fry in its stomach. 

The fish that Sunny captured was placed 
in a plastic pail where Donna and I inspected 
it. I never thought to photograph it in the pail 
until later, when I was formulating this brief 
article in my mind. Of course by then it was 
too late! Anyway, I did take a few photos of 
Sunny capturing the fish. Some of these photos 
accompany this article. If you look carefully, you 
can see the fish in the plastic bag.                                                                   
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