





at the helm. Of course this time I felt a little more
confident about it.

In the ensuing years, we continued to hold fish
shows, and we continued to build on the quality of
Modern Aquarium, as well as to improve the level
of our monthly meetings. In this, most — if not all —
of the credit goes to our wonderful Board members
and magazine staff, who have sacrificed so much of
their time and energy. Besides all the people I have
already mentioned, Greater City’s continued vitality
has been immensely augmented by two other people
— Jack Traub, who became our Treasurer, and Brad
Dickinson, who, though not a tropical fish hobbyist,
sacrifices some four hours every first Wednesday to
drive Claudia to and from our meetings (and everyone
knows that without Claudia, our meetings would just
not be the same). On the Modern Aquarium side,
GCAS has been extremely fortunate to have had one
great Editor after another, starting with Warren Feuer,
then Al Priest, and now Dan Radebaugh.

I have so far deliberately failed to mention one
other Greater City member who was of tremendous
help to me. Though he never served on the Board
with me, he became a friend and mentor. This person
was Gene Baiocco, who passed away all too soon in
1999 at the age of 77 (in an instance of serendipity,
Gene was born in the same year that Greater City was
founded). Gene had been a member of Greater City
since the 1950s, and had served as its President in that
decade for a then unheard of six consecutive years (he
also served one more term in the 1970s). To me, Gene
was Greater City personified —its traditions, its history,
and its glory. Through Gene I learned a lot about the
Society and what it meant to the aquarium hobby,
especially in New York City. He, along with Marcia
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Repanes and Jack Oliva, is largely responsible for the
wonderful archival material we have that documents
the illustrious story of The Greater City Aquarium
Society (by the way, if you’re wondering why I keep
throwing in the capitalized “The” in front of our name,
it’s because that is part of our official incorporated
name; yes, we are The Greater City Aquarium Society).
Upon his untimely passing, GCAS named its Aquarist
of the Year Award in his honor — that makes the award
even more prestigious.

My dedication to Greater City would not have
been possible without the support of the most important
person of all, my wife Anita. She is a superstar! Smart
(she earned her doctorate from St. John’s University —
while raising three children), beautiful, gracious, and
full of love. She patiently withstood the onslaught of
seeing my Whitestone fish room grow from twenty
tanks to eighty of them. One year, when we were
short a Recording Secretary, she stepped in to cover
the post. In addition, she acted as an inviting hostess
for all the meetings and visitors at our home. (Believe
me there were quite a few!) My children, inheriting
the sunny disposition of their mother, just seemed to
accept the non-stop “fish” events as part of their lives.
So in a very real sense, for these nearly two decades
Anita has served as the silent co-President of Greater
City. The Society owes her a great debt, and when 1
am no longer President I will attempt to repay it.

Well, I’'m now at the end. I’ve served another
eight consecutive terms. Like the original Yankee
Stadium and Shea Stadium, it’s time for me to go.
Whoever succeeds me will be at the helm of a great
club. The new President just needs to be dedicated;

the rest will follow. A
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