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published in the July 2007 Tropical Fish Hobbyist 
magazine wherein the writer’s diver friend sighted 
lionfish off the North Carolina coast.  The letter was 
acknowledged with the opinion that these fish are now 
all along the East Coast, and the personal belief that 
larvae were transported by ship ballast.  I perused 
two unrelated articles on scorpionfishes in Tropical 
Fish Hobbyist.  One author had seen lionfish in the 
Bahamas.

Finally, after I completed this brief article, 
I received the March 2008 issue of Scuba Diving 
magazine, which I believe has the definitive statement 
to date on Bahamian lionfish.  Per the article, “Born 
in the Wrong Sea,” by Ned DeLoach, lionfish have 
no natural enemies.  They have a voracious appetite 
for juvenile and other small fishes, most of which 
are fairly exotic.  Stomach contents have included 
fairy basslets, dwarf and arrow blennies, yellowhead 
jawfish, and seahorses.  A survey of more than five 
hundred dissections in the Bahamas found that lionfish 
eat seventy percent fish and thirty percent crustaceans.  
A group of scientists, with the aid of the local dive 
community, have been netting dozens of lionfish for 
scientific study.  Two out of three captured fish are 
destroyed, while the third is tagged and released.  

This article explained that isolated sightings 
have been reported off Florida’s southeastern coast for 
fifteen years.  Biologists speculate that the fish were 
released when they outgrew home aquariums until a 
breeding population formed.  In 2002, lionfish took 
hold along North Carolina’s coast where they inhabit 
many offshore dive wrecks.  Two juveniles were sighted 
off Long Island in the summer of 2001.  In the same 
year another was discovered in a tide pool in Bermuda.  
Cold winter waters probably killed the northern-most 
fish, but the species is thriving in Bermuda.  In the 
Bahamas sporadic sightings began in 2004, and by 
2006 the number of sightings increased significantly.  
A coral head the size of a small automobile was 
inhabited by eleven lionfish.  The capture and study of 
lionfish has been strenuous work, with researchers and 
divers being stung on occasion.

My personal opinion is that it is only a matter 
of time before lionfish wreak havoc on native fish 
populations in the Caribbean, the Atlantic Ocean off 
the East Coast of the United States, and Bermuda.  A 
lionfish will eat every living sea creature that will fit 
into its mouth!  

Every summer in Florida there is a two day 
open season for catching lobster via skin and scuba 
diving.  Someday, I would not be surprised to see a 
lionfish hunt; but are they too dangerous to catch?  
Would they be channeled into the aquarium trade, or 
ground up into meal?  Would their poisonous spines 
make them too dangerous to handle whether alive, 
dead, fertilizer, or meal?  I’m not a hunter.  Would I 
kill a lionfish if given permission and the opportunity?  
Who knows?  I do know that I would not shoot at a 
deer or other animal.       

Hopefully, someday lionfish populations 
can be controlled, so that they do not pose a threat to 
other sea life.  It seems that lionfish swim and adapt 
wherever the ocean is warm enough.  I thought that 
it was only a matter of time until lionfish inhabited 
the Atlantic Ocean, but they have already arrived.  
Anyway, the next time we head south for some diving, 
I’ll be looking excitedly and carefully for a lionfish!
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