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are more numerous
and darker in
males. In general,

Scientific name: Celestichthys margaritatus
Common name: Galaxy Rasbora,
Celestial pearl danio, Fireworks Rasbora

females are less

colorful and have Geographic location: Myanmar (Burma)
rounder bodies. Size: Up to 1 inch (2.5¢cm)

While a generally Temperament: Peaceful

peaceful species, Temperature: 70°F-78°F

males will flare out | Acidity: pH 6.8-7.5

their fins Hardness: Slightly hard to slightly soft

“squaring” to each Skill level: Intermediate

other, resulting in
some spectacular

displays (when you Nutrition: Omnivorous

Minimum tank size: 2.5-5 gallons
Reproduction: Egg scatterer

tea colored) so that
the actual pH my fish
spawned in was
slightly acidic (6.8 or
s0). In their native
habitat, the water
temperature is around
70°F, but since the
water is shallow, it is
also prone to rapid
temperature
fluctuations.

So, you can see
that this is basically a

are lucky enough to
catch them at it, as
this is also a very shy species).

These fish are egg scatterers. I have read and
been told that their tank should have marbles, or
Java Moss, or a screen to

allow eggs to fall into and BHU_T'?‘_N v~y Y :':
to prevent the adults from i N %
eating the eggs. I have | INDIA § ‘%%
- . gf

also read and been tgld BANGLADESH 3
that the fry need live DHAKA . / CHINA
micro organisms to feed '~ Myanmar -
on for the first few days & yrma) @
of their lives. Well, I had 75@9 .MANDALAY :
a group of a half-dozen Jg». Rt SKENGTUNG

. . . s A, 4 GG\" B -
celestial pearl damqs ina MRADKUg &\ HEHO S .‘ L AGOS
five-gallon tank, with no ' g4 = MAE .
Java Moss, no marbles (in PyA SAl
fact no substrate at all), e ' L ')‘,5’
but with two caves (one gg pe A/ VANCON BAGO 4/ o
made from a coconut shell tRMIGOON)C]' o H.MON < 4
with an  Anubias sp. FATHEIN & AR ALNE
coffeefolia plant MV IHEEEIEE T O

p AYEYARWADY ™ oF o THREE

attached). One day, my = 00

relatively tough and
adaptable little fish.

It should do well in a fairly wide range of water
conditions, and is suitable for almost any
community tank of small, peaceful fish. It might

MARTABAN 3 PAGODAS

“ aquabid.com)

also be a good candidate
for a mini or desktop
aquarium.

If you see them, they
are certainly worth
checking out, especially
if you have a community
tank of very peaceful fish,
or a spare small tank
available. While they are
not all that common yet in
pet stores, they do often
pop up in Internet sales
and auction sites (such as
or in
aquarium society
auctions. (In fact, I got
my fish at a Greater City
Aquarium Society

wife told me that she saw ISLANDS  PASS BANGKOK auction.) A
fry in the tank. Sure ANDAMAN 1"{‘
enough, with only flake

foo.d (they are et hMgmm

omnivorous, and will eat ARCHIPELAGO

flake, pellet, freeze-dried,
live, or frozen food, if it is
small enough), and very
minimal maintenance, my celestial pearl danios
spawned, and some fry survived. (It should be
noted that this tank had both a box and a sponge
filter, and that it is quite possible that naturally
occurring microorganisms on the sponge filter
were sufficient to feed the newly hatched fry.)
Some collectors claimed that the water in
which these fish are collected has a pH of 7.3
(slightly alkaline) with a hardness of 7 GH
(slightly hard). My New York City tap water is
very soft, and has a neutral pH (7.0, almost
exactly). The coconut shell in their tank appears to
leach tannins into the water (making it somewhat
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Map of Myanmar with Lake Inle circled
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